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MEMORANDUM 

 
 

To:  Board of Regents 
 
From:  Board Office 
 
Subject: Proposal for a New Undergraduate Minor in Military Studies, 
  College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Iowa State University 
 
Date:  July 7, 2000 
 
Recommended Action: 
 
Approve the proposed undergraduate minor in Military Studies in the College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences at Iowa State University. 
 
Executive Summary: 
 
Iowa State University is requesting approval of a new undergraduate minor in 
Military Studies, to be offered through the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences.  
The proposed minor would be jointly offered by the Air Force Aerospace Studies 
(Air Force ROTC), Military Studies (Army ROTC), and Naval Science (Naval 
ROTC).  It would replace the current minor in Naval Science. 
 
Minor programs are meant to complement students' major fields of study by 
offering a sequence of critical knowledge and skills for the effective organization 
and utilization of information.  In this case, ISU students can receive a minor by 
completing 15 credit hours of specialized coursework from a combination of any 
of the three ROTC programs, regardless of whether or not a commission in the 
Armed Forces is tendered.   
 
Background and Analysis: 
 
This proposed minor has three goals:  (1) to develop students mentally, morally, 
and physically to prepare them to be strong leaders; (2) to instill in students a 
desire to assume the highest responsibilities of command, citizenship, and 
government; and (3) to imbue students with the highest ideals of duty, honor, and 
loyalty, related to the background and motivation needed to succeed in military 
careers. 
 
In response to the questions which must be answered relative to new or 
expanded programs (Procedural Guide §6:05), Iowa State University has 
provided the following responses regarding need/demand, duplication, quality, 
and duplication.  Proposals for new minors may omit data on enrollment and 
employment opportunities, but must address additional resource needs. 
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Need/Demand 
 
The need for the minor is two-fold:  it provides recognition for the program of 
study and it builds cohesiveness in a program which previously offered a variety 
of unrelated course offerings.  The Naval Science minor currently available will 
be assimilated into the Military Studies minor and the number of credit hours 
required will be decreased from 20 to 15 credit hours. 
 
The estimated enrollment in the undergraduate minor is expected to be: 
 Air Force ROTC  12 graduates per year x 5 years =  60 students 
 Army ROTC  16 graduates per year x 5 years =  80 students 
 Naval ROTC  12 graduates per year x 5 years =  60 students 
 Total eligible for a minor in Military Studies:  200 students 
 
Duplication 
 
Iowa State University reports that the University of Northern Iowa offers a Military 
Science minor.  While there is an Air Force ROTC detachment at the University 
of Iowa, and Army ROTC detachments at SUI, UNI, and Drake University, the 
other universities do not offer a minor.  The proposed minor is patterned after the 
Minor in Military Studies offered by Air Force, Army, and Naval ROTC 
detachments located at North Carolina State University, an ISU peer land grant 
university.   
 
The proposed minor will complement many degree programs, such as political 
science, regional studies, or international policies.  Students seeking employment 
within the defense establishment or political arena would find this minor useful. 
 
Quality 
 
The commanders of the respective ROTC departments will provide all advising 
and counseling.  The courses offered are taught by faculty and staff now in the 
separate programs.  The Professor of Aerospace Studies, Professor of Military 
Science, and Professor of Naval Science will ensure that students complete the 
prescribed requirements of the minor.  There are no accreditation standards that 
exist for this minor. 
 
Additional Costs 
 
There are no additional costs projected for the minor.   
 












